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Why should schools mark the centenary of WWI?
You cannot fail to have seen the news, TV programmes and events which are happening to mark the centenary.

It is important to mark this event in schools too as the war had had a profound impact on the world, on Britain, on every community and
family in our country. It is often said that the events of this conflict marked the end of the old world and heralded the beginning of the
modern world order.

Are we celebrating or commemorating the war?

The focus of this pack, as all organised events, is to commemorate the efforts and sacrifices made by ordinary men and women made
during this conflict. The aim of the many events being held is to commemorate, and not to celebrate, and there has been much
discussion about getting the tone right.

Whilst the Great War was particularly horrific teachers should not be scared of exploring some of the issues with children, the level of
which will depend on the age of the children. It is an opportunity to explore issues and learn from history. Big questions about war and
morality may arise, and whatever views and conclusions children have, it was a significant event and people are owed respect and
remembrance.

Why make a study of the home front?

The First World War was a completely different kind of war. Not since the Napoleonic war had warfare (or the threat of it) been brought
to our shores. The British public had never had to before face conscription. Indeed the numbers of men volunteering meant that the
whole fabric of society could not operate as it had always had done. Society had to adapt to these changes whether it be in the form of
rationing or the mobilisation of a female workforce.

How far these changes had a long term impact upon British Society could be a rich area for the children to explore.



Modern scholarship is also now asking if it is right to talk about the home front rather than the home fronts. Historians are now exploring
whether the war affected communities differently according to their social and economic make up. Perhaps one picture does not fit all.

A study of local history in terms of the home front could give pupils a chance of uncovering new material and creating a new
understanding of the history of their local area.

How does this subject fit into the new National Curriculum?

At Key Stage 3 this unit could form part of the study of:

A challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day
A a local history study

By doing so the pupils will:

A understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance,
and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured
accounts, including written narratives and analyses

A understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern
how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed

A gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between
local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between
short- and long-term timescales.



How can this pack help?

This is primarily a resource pack providing examples of some of the many documents held by Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology
Service.

These items are reproduced for use in the classroom.
These resources are listed into categories that can be followed in their entirety or can be used in isolation.

There are certain areas that are not covered, for example Zeppelin attacks because Worcester did not experience these. These attacks
could be studied as the fear of them would have had an impact on the people of Worcestershire even though the machines themselves
would not have been able to make the journey this far inland.

This pack is designed to be part of a series that will look at different aspects of World War One using resources that we have available at
Worcestershire Archives and Archaeology Service.

Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service have many other documents that could be of use and we are happy to provide advice
about how to access them and how to use them.

Please contact explorethepast@worcestershire.gov.uk



mailto:explorethepast@worcestershire.gov.uk

How is this pack organised?
Resource Aims:
A To encourage pupils to develop the skills of investigation, helping them to:

pose relevant questions

locate and collect relevant information

draw inferences and make deductions

generate and extend ideas and to apply imagination
reflect critically upon the resources explored

To synthesise what they have found out.
To provide opportunities for pupils to cooperate and work effectively with others,  and take part in group and class discussions.
To understand what their community was like in the past.

To place their findings in chronological and national context.
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To organise information and communicate their findings in a variety of ways including the use of information technology.

Prior learning:

The pupils will need to have:

A Worked with resources from the past.

A Asked questions about the past and used sources to find answers.

A Understood that evidence has to be questioned.



Off to war we go

3ritain at War. . .

 War has boen declarad between GrutBnhm
and Germany. Events have scemed to ‘march
inexorably to that end, and, after extrome
efforts to preserve peace, the British Govern-
ment were compelled to issue an ultimatum
which could have but one result. Now thet
the issue of prace or war is no longer in
question, official disclosure is promised of re-
ocent diplomatic history, and of “almost un-
precedented lengths to whioh our Foreign
Seorctary went in order to offer the German
Government an opportunity of avoiding a
Europcan war on honourable teems. Germany
it seems, prefers war—perhaps from a sonse
of homour which seoms incxplicable to
vs. “In competent daplomatic circles, wo
are assured, .t i& now reogarded as prov-
od that the German QGovernment has been
deliberately working for war for weeks past
and that all its assurances of its pacific inten-
tions kave been carefully calculated.” 8o it
has appeared to most pecple in a position only
to observe what is on the surface. German
preparations and calculations iuvolved the in-
vasion of territory which she was in honour
bound to respect as neutral. Great Britain was
in honour bound to-object to that invasion.
Germany was given till midnight to withdraw
from that line of attack. Her reply was to
declare war on the neutral state she had al-
ready invaded. The British Government had
no option but to assume a state of war between
Great Dritair and Germanv. Ard so that “day”™
has come which, it is said, has long been the
subject of a Gorman service toast.

War is declared and the military machine sets in motion.




The push to join up was on afWdorcestershire men were not slow to join u;“

grades  of soldiers,
o soon filled, and men

DRAFT OF 8th BATTALION LEAVING TO JOIN MAIN BODY OF REGIMENT.



Everyone obviously fethat they had a duty to
make sure that all menfolk 'did their bit' and wen
off to war.
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Recruitment began to tail off but the authorities, such as the Mayor ¢
Worcester, did his best to continue the drive.




